
WE      

RURALRURAL

/ART



I got the idea for this zine from Dee Copland’s 
picture of Owen Marshall and his poem ‘South 
Island Prayer which the Te Ara Encyclopedia 
says ‘asserts the importance of place.’

There’s a decades-old literary myth that is still 
imposed on the rural south of Te Waipounamu - 
the South Island Myth of a rugged, masculinised 
life against empty landscapes. ‘Today,’ writes 
Annabel Wilson, ‘to live in the Lakes District 
is to live inside that myth. To write ... here is to 
develop that myth, to scribe one’s own myth over 
the pre-existing narrative or to negate the myth.’

I sent Dee’s picture to Annabel and to other 
rurally-adjacent writers (there is no singular, 
static definition for ‘rural’ in Aotearoa New 
Zealand so we felt free to make up our own) and 
asked them to contribute a response. And here 
they are. 

NB: the white borders on these pages are because 
the photocopiers at the University of Otago 
will only print with white borders which LOL 
which is a reminder to me to close this intro how 
I should have opened it with thanks to mana 
whenua for having us here. 



In order of appearance:

Dee Copland / Owen Marshall
Annabel Wilson
Claudia Jardine
Eliana Gray
Georgia Merton
Jan Hawkins
Jasmine OM Taylor
Julien Noel
Laura Williamson 
Liz Breslin
Ruth Heath
Taylor O’Driscoll
Zoe Edwards

Front cover art Claudia Jardine’s car on our Pride of 
the South tour.
Back cover art by Kat Heap.

Zine making by me Liz Breslin

All these people donated their work and if you like 
their work maybe look them up and tell them that 
you like their work.
































